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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-304 (enacted as an emergency on 1st reading 3/24/09)
Sponsor: Council Member Joost
Date of Introduction: March 24, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: March 26, 2009
Type of Action:  Waiver of non-compliance with Public Service Grant requirements
Bill Summary: The bill waives the provisions of the Public Service Grant program to reinstate the eligibility of the Jacksonville offices of the Salvation Army and USO to utilize FY08-09 public service grants since previous violations of the PSG regulations have been remedied.
Background Information: The regulations of the Public Service Grants require recipients to establish separate stand-alone bank accounts to receive and expend PSGs.  The Salvation Army and USO have received PSGs for several years and the Council Auditor recently discovered that the required separate bank accounts were not established.  The Auditor therefore found the agencies to be in non-compliance which makes the agencies ineligible to utilize the grants they received in the FY08-09 funding round.  The agencies have since established separate bank accounts as required, and have requested that the Council recognize that they are now in compliance with the regulations and lift the ban on utilizing this year’s funding.  The Ordinance Code chapter does not provide an administrative mechanism for remedying this situation without the agencies missing out on a year of funding.  Since the discovery was made in the middle of this fiscal year the agencies have already been expending funds on the grant programs in the expectation of being reimbursed by the grants.
Policy Impact Area: Public Service Grant operations
Fiscal Impact: The Salvation Army received a PSG of $41,225 and the USO a grant of $24,616 which cannot be utilized until the finding of non-compliance with program regulations has been lifted.
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